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respectable class. Their priests are Brahmans, and they eat flesh, and drink alcoholic liquor very freely. The dead are generally burned.
There are two classes of Panisavans, of which one works for the right-hand section, and the other for  the left.   This division is purely professional, and there Is apparently no bar   to intermarriage between the   two classes.   The insignia of a Panisavan are the  conch-shell (Turbinella rapd) and tharai, which he supports from the ground by means of a bamboo pole while   he blows it.    At marriage processions, it is his duty  to go in front, sounding the tharai from time to time.      On such occasions, and at festivals of the village goddesses, the tharai is decorated with a string bearing a number of small triangular pieces of cloth, and  tufts of yak's hair.    The cloth  should be white  for   the right-hand section, and of five different colours for the left.    At the present day,   the Panisavan   is   more  in   request   for funerals than for weddings.    In the city of Madras, all the materials necessary for the bier are sold by  Panisavans, who also keep palanquins  for the conveyance of   the   corpse in stock,  which are  let  out on   hire. At funerals,   the Panisavan has to follow the corpse, blowing his conch-shell.    The  tharai  is   only used  if the deceased was an important personage.    When  the son goes round the corpse with a  pot of water,   the Panisavan accompanies him, and blows the conch.     On the last day of the death ceremonies (karmandhiram), the Panisavan should be present, and blow his conch, especially when the tali (marriage badge) is removed from a widow's neck.    In some places,  the Panisavan conveys the news of death, while in others this duty is carried out by a barber.    In the Chingleput and North Arcot districts, the   Panisavans constitute  a separate